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Abstract: Since being made public in 2001, the Common European Framework of Reference for Languages:
Learning, Teaching, Assessment (CEFR) has come to serve as a reference for educators in large number of countries
and areas. The influence of CEFR on Japanese language education can be seen most prominently in how the action-
oriented approach in CEFR is primarily reflected in the goal-delineated Can-Do lists of such pedagogical topics as
academic Japanese, business Japanese, and nursing Japanese. Following the principles espoused in CEFR, The
Japan Foundation released its own standardization scheme, the JF Standard for Japanese-Language Education (JFS)
in 2010, followed by a series of educational materials based on the JFS. The Japan Foundation is engaged in
disseminating the JFS, such that it is now a significant part of Japanese language education. With these
developments in mind, this paper seeks to examine trends in Japanese language education as seen in the results of
the Survery Report on Japanese-Language Education Abroad conducted by the Foundation. First, the author
examines changes in the number of students of Japanese in the 10 countries/regions with the greatest number of
students, and attempts to investigate the causes behind those changes, following which the author investigates the
ratio of Japanese language students according to level of achievement, with the ultimate goal of examining the future
state of Japanese language education, as well the state of foreign language education in Japan.
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